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CEBU
PHILIPPINES
The Queen City of the South. Island life, world-class diving, and genuine

Visayan warmth.

Region
Southeast Asia

Climate
80–92°F / 27–33°C — best November–May

Language
English and Cebuano — no language barrier

Currency
Philippine Peso (PHP) — $1 USD ≈ 56 PHP
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Cebu is arguably a better base than Manila for most men — solid city infrastructure with proximity to world-class beaches.

IT Park is the digital nomad hub.

W H E R E  T O  L I V E

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

Cebu City’s more manageable scale is its biggest underrated advantage over Manila — significantly less daily traffic stress for a comparable
expat experience.

N O M A D B O L D  —  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E

CITY GUIDE Cebu

20 min
I T  PARK TO MACTAN BEACHES

80–92°F
TEMP RANGE

Less Traffic
THAN MANILA

IT Park
NOMAD HUB

IT Park — The digital nomad center — restaurants, coworking, modern apartments.◆

Lahug — Residential neighborhood above IT Park, quieter, good value.◆

Mactan Island — 20 minutes from IT Park — world-class diving, beach resorts.◆
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Cebu offers the Philippines’ best value — excellent infrastructure at lower prices than Manila.

T H R E E  R E A L  B U D G E T S

B A R E - B O N E S

$600–$800/mo
Lahug studio, cooking most meals.

C O M F O R T A B L E

$950–$1,400/mo
IT Park 1BR, eating out, gym, social life.

P R E M I U M

$1,700–$2,300/mo
IT Park high-rise with amenities, frequent
dining out.

L I N E - I T E M  B R E A K D O W N

I T E M T Y P I C A L  C O S T

1BR apartment (IT Park) $350–$650/mo

1BR apartment (Lahug) $280–$500/mo

Local meal $2–$5

Restaurant meal $5–$15

Gym membership $15–$40/mo

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

Lahug consistently offers 15-20% rent savings over IT Park for a 5-10 minute commute — worth the trade if you don’t need to be directly inside
the nomad hub.

N O M A D B O L D  —  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E

COST OF LIVING Cebu
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Visayan women (Cebuanas) are widely regarded as among the most genuine and family-oriented in the Philippines. More

traditional values than Manila.

W H E R E  T O  M E E T  P E O P L E

A P P S  T H A T  W O R K  H E R E

Filipino Cupid — disproportionately large Cebu user base Tinder — active but smaller pool than Manila

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

Cebuanas are direct and warm — less guarded than Manila women initially, which surprises men who expect the same dynamic across the
country.

N O M A D B O L D  —  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E

DATING GUIDE Cebu

Malls & parks — Daytime meeting is very natural and common.◆

IT Park bars — The primary evening social scene.◆
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Same Philippines visa rules as Manila.

T H E  P A T H ,  S T E P  B Y  S T E P

1 Tourist entry

30 days visa-free, extendable to 36 months total.

2 Local processing

Bureau of Immigration in Cebu City handles extensions locally.

3 SRRV

Available from age 35.

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

Cebu’s Bureau of Immigration office is noticeably less crowded than Manila’s — a real quality-of-life advantage for anything requiring an in-
person visit.
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VISA GUIDE Cebu

N O M A D B O L D . C O M  •  C I T Y  G U I D E 5



Cebu has solid private medical facilities for most needs.

C O S T  C O M P A R I S O N

P R O C E D U R E C E B U U S  T Y P I C A L

Dental implant $400–$800 $3,000–$5,000

F A C I L I T I E S  &  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

Cebu dental clinics serving the expat/IT Park community routinely match Manila’s quality at a further discount — worth comparing quotes
before assuming Manila is cheaper.

N O M A D B O L D  —  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E

MEDICAL TOURISM Cebu

Chong Hua Hospital — top private hospital in Cebu◆

Cebu Doctors’ University Hospital — good alternative◆
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IT Park in Cebu is one of Southeast Asia’s best digital nomad environments outside of Chiang Mai.

C O W O R K I N G

N O M A D B O L D  I N S I D E R  T I P

IT Park coworking spaces here undercut Manila pricing significantly for nearly identical fiber speeds — a straightforward cost win for remote
workers.

N O M A D B O L D  —  S T A N D A R D  G U I D E

DIGITAL INCOME Cebu

100–300 Mbps
F IBER  THROUGHOUT IT  PARK

GMT+8
AU/EAST  AS IA  FR IENDLY

From $60/mo
COWORKING

Available
ENGL ISH-FLUENT VA TALENT

Clock In Cebu — Popular IT Park option.◆

One E-com Center — Larger alternative.◆
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WANT THE MEMBER EDITION?

This guide covers the essentials for Cebu. The Member Edition goes further on

every section — deeper budget breakdowns, named venues, step-by-step visa

filing, procedure-level medical pricing, and a full 90-day action plan — plus

it's included on all 15 NomadBold cities.

N O M A D B O L D . C O M / J O I N

E X P L O R E R  —  $ 7 / M O

Standard Guides, all 15 cities, core
community access.

N O M A D  P R O  —  $ 1 7 / M O

Every Member Edition guide, AI
Advisor, and full dating/cost-of-
living intelligence.
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https://nomadbold.com/join

